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§Welcome

Welcome
Welcome to the Onatti Schools Handbook.

Every school deserves to feel confident when welcoming an external organisation onto its premises. This handbook

provides a clear overview of how Onatti works in schools: our professional standards, safeguarding procedures,

health and safety arrangements, educational values and booking practices.

At Onatti, educational theatre should be both inspiring and reassuring. Our productions continue to evolve with new

ideas, new scripts and new ways of engaging young people, while our commitment to professionalism remains

constant.

During the 2025-2026 academic year, Onatti delivered 609 educational performances in schools across the United

Kingdom. We continually refine how we work so that each visit is organised, safe, enjoyable and educationally

valuable.

Our experience gives confidence. Our creativity inspires.
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§About Onatti

About Onatti

Onatti produces modern foreign-language theatre created specifically for young people who are learning the

language being performed. Our aim is to make language accessible by combining carefully crafted spoken language

with visual storytelling, physical theatre, humour and participation.

We constantly develop new material and new approaches to performance. The result is theatre that complements

classroom teaching while giving students the excitement of hearing and understanding a language live.
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§Why Schools Choose Onatti

Why Schools Choose Onatti

609 4 2

performances delivered
2025-2026

languages regularly represented
in our work

professional actors
in each touring company

• Productions written specifically for school audiences and language learners.

• Professional touring actors and carefully rehearsed performances.

• Accessible language supported by visual storytelling, repetition and physical comedy.

• Structured student participation that adds spontaneity without compromising safeguarding.

• Simple touring setup with lightweight scenery and minimal technical equipment.

• Clear communication before, during and after the visit.

"Extremely impressed by the quality of the play and how accessible it is made
to students." - Buckswood School, January 2026
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§Onatti in Schools

Onatti in Schools
Every school is different. Our approach is always professional, organised and
respectful of your school's procedures.

ARRIVAL

↓

RECEPTION SIGN-IN

↓

MEET SCHOOL CONTACT

↓

UNLOAD & CHECK SPACE

↓

30-MINUTE SETUP

↓

PERFORMANCE

↓

OPTIONAL Q&A;

↓

30-MINUTE PACK DOWN

↓

SIGN OUT
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§Learning Through Laughter

Learning Through Laughter

We believe students are more willing to listen, respond and take risks with language when they are engaged and

enjoying themselves. Onatti performances use humour, clear delivery, visual action and carefully structured

participation to create a memorable learning experience.

The aim is not for students to understand every single word. By recognising familiar vocabulary, watching the action

and following gesture, tone and context, students discover that they can understand far more than they may expect.

"The pupils engaged 100% and loved all the humour and audience
participation... they couldn't stop talking about it." - Upton Hall School



ONATTI PRODUCTIONS LTD

Back to Contents 8

§Booking with Onatti

Booking with Onatti
Simple arrangements, clear expectations and no upfront deposit.

No deposit. Schools are not required to pay a deposit to secure a confirmed performance.

Payment after the performance. Invoices are payable within 30 days.

Start times. If a start time has not already been agreed, please let us know what works best for your timetable. We

can be flexible where the touring schedule allows.

Performance space. The performance works best on a stage or in a drama studio. We require approximately 6
metres wide by 5 metres deep. Actors change behind the scenery during the show.

Parking. It is very helpful if the actors can park close to the performance venue for unloading and loading.

Upstairs halls. We politely ask schools not to locate the performance in an upstairs hall because the company must

carry touring scenery and equipment.

Lighting. We do not tour stage lighting. If your venue has stage lighting, it may be switched on for the performance

where practical.

Beginning the play. Once the actors confirm they are ready, a very brief introduction from a member of staff is all

that is needed.

After the play. Actors are always happy to take part in a short Q&A; when time allows.



ONATTI PRODUCTIONS LTD

Back to Contents 9

§Cancellation & Rescheduling

Cancellation & Rescheduling
We carefully plan our tours well in advance, travelling across the country.
Last-minute changes can therefore be disruptive and costly.

If a school cancels a booking less than five weeks before the scheduled performance date, a cancellation fee of

£200 + VAT will apply. The same fee applies where a school requests, within that five-week period, to reschedule the

booking to an alternative date later in the year.

Where a cancellation is due to circumstances beyond the school's control - for example, a school closure or a major

unforeseen event - Onatti will consider waiving the additional cancellation fee.

We encourage schools to contact us as early as possible if circumstances change. Wherever practical, we will work

with the school to find a reasonable solution.
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§Onatti and Safeguarding

Onatti and Safeguarding
Safeguarding is part of the way we work from the moment our actors arrive at
school.

• Actors report to reception on arrival and follow the school's visitor procedures.

• Photo identification is carried and shown when requested.

• Actors provide the appropriate DBS documentation or overseas police check for their circumstances.

• Actors use staff facilities as directed by the school.

• No physical contact is made with students during performance participation.

• Onatti actors do not photograph or film pupils.

• School staff remain responsible for supervision of pupils throughout the visit.

• Only Onatti actors erect and dismantle Onatti scenery.

Actor Checks & Right to Work
Onatti takes appropriate steps to ensure that every actor engaged to work in UK schools has the necessary

safeguarding documentation and legal right to work in the United Kingdom.

Actors already resident in the UK. Where an actor is not a British citizen, Onatti carries out the appropriate Right to

Work check before employment.

Actors recruited from outside the UK. Where an actor requires immigration permission to work in the UK, Onatti

provides sponsorship through the appropriate Temporary Work visa route. Onatti Productions Ltd is a Home Office

licensed sponsor.

Safeguarding checks remain separate from Right to Work checks. Actors are also required to provide the appropriate

DBS certificate or overseas police check, depending on their circumstances.



ONATTI PRODUCTIONS LTD

Back to Contents 11

§Onatti and Health & Safety

Onatti and Health & Safety
Our touring model is deliberately simple, helping us minimise risk while
maintaining strong theatrical impact.

Lighting rigs None

Smoke / haze None

Pyrotechnics None

Ladders / work at height None

Touring company 2 actors

Sound Battery-powered Bluetooth speaker

Scenery Lightweight wooden frames with canvas fronts

Setup / pack down Approx. 30 minutes each

Onatti maintains health and safety arrangements in line with the Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974 and the

Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1999. Risks associated with touring, unloading, setup,

performance and pack-down are assessed and reviewed.
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§Touring Risk Assessment

Touring Risk Assessment
Hazard Controls Residual

Vehicle / unloading Approved parking where possible; awareness of pupils; guided vehicle movement
when required.

Low

Manual handling Two actors; lightweight equipment; two-person lift where appropriate. Low

Scenery Only Onatti actors erect/dismantle; stability checked before performance. Low

Trips / cables Walkways kept clear; battery speaker; cables kept away from walkways. Low

Student participation School supervision; low-risk activity; no physical contact. Low

Fire / evacuation School procedures take priority; exits identified on arrival. Low

Touring travel Valid licences; lawful driving; rest breaks; hired vehicles. Medium

This is a generic touring assessment. Venue-specific concerns should be raised with Onatti before the performance so that suitable
arrangements can be agreed.
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§Onatti and Educational Content

Onatti and Educational Content

Onatti productions are created specifically for educational use. They are designed to support language learning and

cultural understanding through age-appropriate live theatre.

Our performances do not contain:
• Extremist views or ideology; political campaigning or political persuasion.

• Religious persuasion or promotion of a particular faith.

• Hate speech or discriminatory language.

• Racist, sexist or homophobic language.

• Sexually explicit material or inappropriate swearing.

• Graphic violence or deliberately disturbing material.

• Content intended to cause offence or distress.

Comedy is based on character, misunderstanding, physical theatre and language learning rather than inappropriate

themes.



ONATTI PRODUCTIONS LTD

Back to Contents 14

§Prevent Duty Statement

Prevent Duty Statement
Onatti understands that schools have responsibilities under the Prevent duty. Our performances contain no material

that encourages extremism, radicalisation or unlawful activity, and we do not use performances to promote political or

religious positions.

Our educational work is intended to support safe, respectful learning environments in which students can enjoy

languages, cultures and live theatre.
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§Equality, Diversity & Inclusion

Equality, Diversity & Inclusion
Onatti is committed to respectful, inclusive educational theatre. We aim to ensure that our work does not discriminate

against individuals or groups and that performers conduct themselves professionally and respectfully in every school.

• Productions are written for diverse school audiences.

• Discriminatory or hateful language is not used as entertainment.

• Student participation is supportive and designed to avoid embarrassment.

• Schools are encouraged to tell us in advance about reasonable adjustments that may help students take part or

enjoy the performance.

• Actors are expected to respect school equality and inclusion procedures.
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§Data Protection

Data Protection
Onatti uses the information supplied by schools to administer bookings, communicate about performances and

manage invoicing. We do not require schools to provide pupil personal data in order to deliver a performance.

• Onatti actors do not take photographs or video recordings of pupils.

• Teachers and school staff may take photographs during the performance, subject to their school's own photography,

safeguarding and consent procedures.

• No social-media contact with pupils is permitted as part of the school visit.

• Booking and contact information is used for legitimate company administration and communication.

• Schools can contact info@onatti.co.uk with questions about information held by Onatti.
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§Environmental Responsibility

Environmental Responsibility
Our touring work necessarily involves travel, so we focus on practical measures that reduce unnecessary waste and

make efficient use of resources.

• Scenery and props are designed for repeated use across a tour.

• Tour routes are planned carefully to reduce unnecessary journeys.

• Productions use minimal electrical equipment.

• A rechargeable battery-powered speaker is used for sound.

• Digital communication and downloadable educational resources are used where practical.

• Damaged equipment is repaired or replaced responsibly where possible.
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§Insurance

Insurance
Cover Limit / detail

Employers' Liability £10,000,000

Public Liability £5,000,000

Products Liability £5,000,000

Insurer Hiscox Insurance Company Limited

Policy period 1 March 2026 - 28 February 2027

Public Liability height limit 3 metres

Use of heat Excluded

The current insurance confirmation and safeguarding policy are included as appendices at the end of this handbook.
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§Frequently Asked Questions

Frequently Asked Questions
Do you need a stage?
A stage or drama studio works best, but suitability depends on the space available. We need approximately 6m x 5m.

How early do the actors arrive?
Approximately 30 minutes before the performance.

Do you use stage lighting or effects?
No. We do not tour lighting, smoke, haze, pyrotechnics or special effects.

Do students take part?
Yes, some performances include structured student participation. School staff remain present and no physical contact

is made by actors.

Do actors have safeguarding checks?
Actors provide the appropriate DBS documentation or overseas police check for their circumstances.

Are Onatti actors legally entitled to work in the UK?
Yes. Appropriate Right to Work checks are carried out where required. Where an actor is recruited from overseas and

requires sponsorship, Onatti Productions Ltd is a Home Office licensed sponsor and the actor works in the UK under

the appropriate Temporary Work visa arrangements.

Can students be photographed or filmed?
Yes. Teachers and school staff are welcome to take photographs during the performance, subject to their school's

own photography and consent procedures. Onatti actors do not photograph or film pupils.

Can we ask questions afterwards?
Yes. Actors are happy to take part in a short Q&A; when the touring schedule allows.

When do we pay?
No deposit is required. Payment is due within 30 days after invoicing.
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§Contacting Onatti

Contacting Onatti

Email: info@onatti.co.uk

Website: www.onatti.co.uk

X: @OnattiProdsLtd

Instagram: @onattiproductions

"A truly fantastic experience for our students. The interaction was engaging,
supportive, and encouraging, inspiring others to get involved!" - Katherine
Warington School, January 2026

mailto:info@onatti.co.uk
https://www.onatti.co.uk
https://x.com/OnattiProdsLtd
https://www.instagram.com/onattiproductions
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§Thank You

Thank You

Thank you for taking the time to read our
handbook.
We look forward to bringing language learning to life in your school.

Our experience gives confidence. Our creativity inspires.

Document version 1.1 | Academic Year 2026-2027 | Review annually or when operational arrangements materially change.



Please read the policy below.​
 It is important that while you are in schools representing Onatti you adhere to our policy rules. 

Safeguarding policy 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

All actors who are contracted to perform plays for Onatti Productions Ltd are required by the 
company to adhere to the following. 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

● All UK actors prior to rehearsals are required to produce a DBS if they have been or are 
now residents of the UK. Any actor who is not a UK resident must produce a police check 
from their country of residents. This will be checked by the Director or Onatti.​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​  

In Schools​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  ​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​
●  All actors must report to reception upon arriving at the school and if required must sign in 
and wear visitors badges if provided.​
 ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
●  Photo ID must be carried with them and shown upon arrival if asked for.​
 ​ ​ ​  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
●  If the actors are driving onto school grounds, other than driveways or car parks, then one 
person must walk alongside the vehicle.​
 ​ ​ ​  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
●  Whilst unloading equipment from the vehicle to the performance space actors must be 
mindful for children who may be around.​
​ ​ ​  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
●  No person other than Onatti Actors must erect the scenery.​ ​ ​  

●  Cables must not run across any walkways.​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
​  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
●  Actors must ONLY use the staff toilets.​
 ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
●  During the performances when children are required to participate on stage it is a​
 very strict Onatti policy that NO physical contact is made.​ ​ ​ ​
​ ​  ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
●  Actors should NEVER take photographs or video footage which will contain​
 children, either in or around the school grounds.​
 ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​
Actors are required to read and sign this policy to acknowledge their understanding of the 
requirements and that they will adhere to the policy. ​
 ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  

 



  
 

Simpson House 
6 Cherry Orchard Road 

Croydon, CR9 6AZ 
Tel: 020 8686 5050 
www.hencilla.co.uk 

 
 

Hencilla Canworth is a trading name of Howden Insurance Brokers Limited, part of the Howden Group Holdings. Howden Insurance Brokers Limited is  authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority in respect of general insurance business (FRN 309639). Registered in England and Wales under company registration number 725875.  
Registered Office: One Creechurch Place, London, EC3A 5AF. Calls may be monitored and recorded for quality assurance purposes 

 

To Whom It May Concern 
 

Combined Liability Insurance 
 

Onatti Productions Ltd 
 
This is to confirm that we act as insurance intermediary for the above named and have arranged 
insurance as summarised below: 
 
Policyholder: Onatti Productions Ltd 
 
Business Description (main): Theatre - Groups, Production Company, Workshops and Schools 
Business Description (supplemental): Including film shoots & short films 
 
Insurer: Hiscox Insurance Company Limited 
Policy Number: STM4/0608 
Period of Insurance: 01/03/2026 to 28/02/2027, both dates inclusive 
 
Employers’ Liability Insurance 
Limit of Indemnity: £10,000,000 
Territorial Limits: Worldwide 
Jurisdiction: United Kingdom, the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man  
 
Public Liability Insurance 
Limit of Indemnity: £5,000,000 
Indemnity to Principal: Included 
Use of Heat: Excluded 
Height Limit: 3 metres 
Territorial Limits: Worldwide 
Jurisdiction: United Kingdom, the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man 
 
Products Liability Insurance 
Limit of Indemnity: £5,000,000 
Indemnity to Principal: Included 
Territorial Limits: Worldwide 
Jurisdiction: United Kingdom, the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man 
 
In some circumstances, such as non-payment of any premiums due, cancellation may occur before the 
natural expiry date of the policy. We would be pleased to confirm the present position upon request. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Mike McCormack 
Director 
e-mail: mike.mccormack@hencilla.co.uk  
 

mailto:mike.mccormack@hencilla.co.uk

